Ready for School, Ready for Life is a collaborative
effort to build a connected, innovative system of care
that ensures every child in Guilford County enters
kindergarten prepared for school and life success.
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There is currently no coordinated or comprehensive
early childhood system in Guilford County (or in most
of the country) that ensures a responsive, innovative
approach to supporting children and families.
Planning, designing, testing and implementing this
system of care is at the heart of Ready Ready’s work.

We will be successful in this effort when
we can achieve milestones such as:

Planned &
Well-Timed
Pregnancies

Babies Born
Healthy
Infants &
Toddlers
Developmentally
on Track
4-Year-Olds
Ready to
Transition to
Kindergarten
Reading on
Grade Level by
Third Grade

Ready Ready’s work on these fronts began in 2014,
and we have a long-term plan in place to make a
profound impact in Guilford County and create a
model that can be adapted by other communities.

rly,
a
E
g
n
i
ely
s
i
Invest
W
g
in
Invest
More than 6,000 children are born in Guilford County
each year. Research tells us 80 percent of their brain
growth will happen by age 3, and that the first 2,000
days of a child’s life – from birth to kindergarten – are
critical to emotional, physical and mental well-being.
While every child has the potential to be successful
in school and life, about half of the children entering
kindergarten in Guilford County are not on target to read
on grade level by third grade. That benchmark is the
number one indicator of whether a child will graduate
from high school, which significantly increases the odds
of gainful employment, continuing education, leading
a healthy lifestyle and overall life success. High-quality
early childcare has been shown to increase individuals’
median earnings by 36 percent, resulting in higher tax
revenue and less dependence on social programs.

The first 2,000 days of a child’s life
– from birth to kindergarten –
are critical to emotional, physical
and mental well-being.
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Ready Ready is working with a wide range of
organizations, agencies, parents, caregivers, early
childhood professionals, pediatricians, obstetricians,
advocates, volunteers and others to build a system
of care that connects children and families with
programs and services they need when they need
them. Key priorities include:
• Expanding proven programs to serve every
family starting prenatally and continuing
throughout childhood
• Developing a navigation system to connect
families with effective services
• Implementing strategies to put more emphasis
on early literacy skills for every child in
Guilford County
• Improving transitions from Pre-k to kindergarten
• Making high-quality, affordable child care
accessible to all families
• Working with local programs in a Continuous
Quality Improvement effort to strengthen capacity
around collecting, analyzing and using data in
service delivery and programmatic decision
making to improve early childhood outcomes
• Using technology to facilitate coordination
among child-and family-serving agencies
and organizations
• Conducting rigorous evaluation for learning and
impact to understand what works for families
• Building responsiveness to family voice into all
aspects of the system
• Increasing public will for early childhood priorities
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Ready

Ready Ready is thankful for the efforts and financial
support of a diverse range of organizations and
individuals. The following funders are investing
significant resources to help us make Guilford County
the best place to raise a child.

Ellison
Foundation

The Stanley and
Dorothy Frank
Family Foundation

CONE
HEALTH FOUNDATION
Investing in Health. Creating Change.

Hillsdale Fund

Mackey &
Susan
McDonald

Hayden-Harman
Foundation
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Mr. J. Edward Kitchen, Co-Chair
Joseph M. Bryan Foundation
Chief Operating Officer

Mr. Brian Maness, Co-Vice Chair
Children’s Home Society
President & CEO

Ms. Susan S. Schwartz, Co-Chair
The Cemala Foundation
Executive Director

Ms. Teresa Huffman, Secretary
Culp, Inc.
Vice President, Human Resources

Ms. Michelle Gethers-Clark, Co-Vice Chair
United Way of Greensboro
President and CEO

Mr. David Leeper, Treasurer
Leeper, Kean & Rumley, L.L.P.
Partner
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Mr. Terry Akin
Cone Health System
President and CEO

Dr. Harold Martin
North Carolina A&T State University
Chancellor

Dr. Allison Blosser
High Point University
Assistant Professor and Program Coordinator
of the Education Studies Program

Mr. Dell McCormick
Macedonia Family Resource Center
Executive Director

Mr. Robin Britt
Guilford Child Development
Executive Director, Retired
Dr. Sharon Contreras
Guilford County Schools
Superintendent
Mr. Pat Danahy
NC Partnership for Children
The Honorable Alan Duncan
NC Board of Education
Dr. Daniel Erb
High Point University
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs
Ms. Barbara Frye
Community Volunteer

Ms. Mindy Oakley
Edward M. Armfield, Sr. Foundation
Executive Director
Dr. Martin Portillo, M.D.
Cone Health Medical Group
President and Chief Medical Officer
Ms. Meka Sales
The Duke Endowment
Director of Special Initiatives
Dr. Terri Shelton
UNCG Research and Engagement
Vice Chancellor of Research and Engagement
Mr. Adam Tarleton
Brooks Pierce
Partner
Dr. Iulia Vann
Guilford County
Public Health Director

Mr. Kevin Gray
Weaver Foundation
President

Ms. Cindy Watkins
Guilford County Partnership for Children
Interim Executive Director

Mr. Mike Halford
Guilford County Manager
Mr. Curtis Holloman
Foundation for a Healthy High Point
Executive Director

Ms. Charrise Hart, Chief Executive Officer
charriseh@getreadyguilford.org
P.O. Box 13844
Greensboro, NC 27415
(336) 579-2977

To get involved or learn more about
this critical work, please visit
www.getreadyguilford.org

